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KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY





SEPTEMBER


9.9.19: Staff and pupil representatives visit St Therese relics in St Mary’s Cathedral


11.9.19:  MEET THE FAMILY, MEET THE STAFF


16.9.19: WHOLE SCHOOL HOLIDAY 


17.9.19: PUPIL SCHOOL HOLIDAY (Staff In-service Day)


18.9.19:  Pupils return to school


26.9.19:  European Day of Languages (pupils may dress up to represent a European country of their choice)


27.9.19: DRESS DOWN DAY £1 donation


MacMillan Coffee morning (P7) 10-11.30


30.9.19:  HEALTH WEEK & MATHS WEEK





OCTOBER


10.10.19:  PROGRESS MEETINGS (PARENTS MEETINGS)


14.10.19 – 18.10.19:  OCTOBER HOLIDAY


21.10.19: PUPIL SCHOOL HOLIDAY (Staff In-service Day)


22.10.19: Pupils return


30.10.19: HALLOWEEN PARADE and PARTY 





NOVEMBER


1.11.19: ALL SAINTS DAY – HOLYDAY of Obligation November and dress down day


29.11.19:  St Andrew’s Day Assembly – wear something tartan/Scottish and dress down day





DECEMBER


6.12.19:  Christmas Fayre (Parent Council) 12 -2 pm TBC


10.12.16:  Christmas panto (Howden Park Centre) 1pm


13.12.19:  Children’s Christmas Fun Day 


20.12.19:  LAST DAY OF TERM – Non uniform day. (No donation required).  


Service Around the Crib


6.1.19: Staff return (INSERVICE DAY)


7.1.19 ALL RETURN 


 


























        

















    





Dear Parents/Carers,





Welcome back to a new school year and HELLO to all of our new pupils and families.  We hope to get to know you better in the coming months.


We sadly said goodbye to last year’s Primary 7 and wish them all the best at secondary but it’s a great big welcome to 20 new Primary 1 pupils and 3 other new pupils in the school as well as a new teacher Miss McIntosh and a MA3 student teacher Miss Brown.  


We are really excited about the year ahead.





Kind Regards


Mrs Brennan and staff

















										





























		











PRIMARY 6 TRIP TO BARCAPLE


This trip is taking place from Monday 23rd September until Thursday 26th September. Letter to follow, with kit list etc, this week.


There will be an additional Information Evening in school on: Wednesday 18th September at 6pm.








PARENT COUNCIL


The next meeting is Monday 9th September at 6pm in the school.  All welcome.  A special invitation is extended to any of our new pupils’ parents / carers.





Our meetings are very informal and you will be made very welcome.  We meet about once a month, with the meetings lasting about 45 minutes. Please come along and join us.  This is your chance to join the parent’s voice in the school.  


 


Following the AGM, elected members are as follows:





Chairpersons:  Elaine Mann & Kim McSherry


Secretary: Amy Baxter


Treasurer:  Fiona Savage


Church Rep: Marina Connolly


Teacher Rep:   Anna Glencorse


Invited Member:  Eileen Brennan
































European Day of Languages


We will be celebrating European Day of Languages this year with a special themed day in school.





The European Day of Languages has been celebrated every year since 2001 in September, as an initiative of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg. Throughout Europe, 800 million Europeans represented in the Council of Europe's 47 member states are encouraged to learn more languages, at any age, in and out of school.





We plan to celebrate this day on Thursday 26th September.  More details to follow, but the children will have the opportunity to dress up for the day if they wish e.g. clothing which reflects  a country or  Spanish flamenco dancer, French chef, Viking, or even just wear clothing in the colours of a country’s flag. The list is endless.




















Generation for Generation) G4G


We are continuing to take part in this programme which involves volunteers from the 60+ age group working in school with us.  We welcome two new volunteers and welcome back two returning volunteers.  These volunteers will be working under the close guidance of Miss Reilly and the class teachers to support our children in their learning.














MEET THE FAMILY, MEET THE STAFF 


We invite you to join us on Wednesday 11th September for our Meet the Family, Meet the Staff from 6- 6.45pm.  It is just an informal opportunity for you to have a look around your child’s class and the school and get to meet your child’s teacher and some of the staff; and for us to get to know each other a bit better.  It is also an opportunity to chat with staff and update them on anything in particular.  We would love to see you here.














PARISH NEWS


We say goodbye to Fr Nicholas Hodgson who has now left our Parish.  We extend our sincerest thanks and appreciation for the years of faithful service he has given us.   


We welcome Fr Mike Adebanjo and look forward to meeting him and working with him.











Medical information


We follow West Lothian Council policy regarding the health care needs of our pupils.  This policy can be accessed online and is called:  The Handbook of Procedures for the Management of Pupils with Healthcare Needs in Educational Establishments.  In accordance with this we need to have up to date information regarding any medical needs your child may have.  If your child has/requires an inhaler we need to know this also. 





All medication must be handed into school and picked up by an adult. We also require paperwork to be completed.   Pupils are not permitted to carry their own medication.














NON-UNIFORM DAYS


The Pupil Parliament’s monthly non-uniform days (dress down, not dress up) for pupils (and staff) take place the last Friday of every month, with a £1 donation per pupil going to class nominated charities. If pupils do not want to participate in this they should wear their uniform as usual. 


The dress down days for this session are: Friday 27h September, Friday 25th October, 29th November and Friday 20th December (no donation required).














PE TIMES


Like every school in Scotland, our pupils take part in at least two hours of PE a week. The children will require gym shorts, a t-shirt and gym shoes (indoor shoes) for their lessons.  


P1 and P2 pupils can come with a polo shirt and no tie on for gym days.  Also shorts can be worn under skirts/trousers to aid the ease of getting changed.





P1: Monday and Tuesday


P2: Monday and Tuesday


P3:  Tuesday and Thursday


P4: Monday and Thursday


P5: Monday and Tuesday 


P6:  Monday and Thursday


P7: Monday and Thursday





DAILY MILE


We have decided to continue with the daily mile with our pupils, this school year, due to its success and the many benefits our pupils have received and demonstrated from taking part.

















HEALTH WEEK


We are holding our Health Week, on week beginning 30th September – 4th October.  More details to follow.


We wondered if anyone would have any skills they could offer that week to help us out.  Please let us know.














TEDDY BEAR POLICIES


Our school featured in the Times Education Supplement for Scotland (TES) last month. Our use of teddies in school to support social and emotional wellbeing was featured.  We have been working on this project with two other schools – St John the Baptist in Fauldhouse and St Joseph’s in Whitburn.  We plan to hold an opportunity for our parents and community to find out a bit more about this project in the coming weeks.  More details to follow. 














BREAKFAST CLUB REMINDER


Just a reminder about our Breakfast Club.  


It starts at 8.15 am and finishes at 8.40am.  There is no pre-booking required.  The children are then taken out into the playground and supervised until school begins. 
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